Facial measurements in the newborn ( The facial measurements were determined by holding the transparency horizontally above and close Facial measurements in the newborn (towards syndrome delineation)
The measuring transparency, held horizontally, close to the infants face.
to the infant's face with the baby facing upwards (figure). The head was held between the observer's hands as in the figure. The inner canthal distance (IC) was taken as the distance between the inner canthi. The medial canthus is the point where the upper lid meets the lower lid in the medial angle of the eye with the eyes at rest.
The canthal distances were measured by looking directly through the film at the landmarks beneath and reading them off. The outer canthal (OC) distance was taken as the distance between the lateral margins of the palpebral fissures with the eyes at rest.
The palpebral fissure length (PFL) was also calculated as follows:
The canthal index (CI), defined as the ratio of the inner canthal distance to the outer canthal distance percent, was calculated as follows:
The occipitofrontal circumference (OFC) was measured with a flexible Rabone Chesterman Silverflex Steel Tape (Holtain Ltd, Crymych, Wales). The tape was applied around the head at the largest circumference, the relevant landmarks being the superciliary margins in front, parietal eminences laterally, and occipital protuberance posteriorly.
The occipitofrontal circumference (OFC)/interorbital index, defined as the ratio of the inner canthal distance to the head circumference percent, was derived as follows: The outer canthal distance for white newborns in Cardiff ranged between 5-0 and 7-4 cm (mean 6-3 (SD 0-4 cm)) while the Ibadan newborns ranged between 5-4 and 8-0 cm (mean 6-8 (SD 0-4 cm), p<0001).
The inner canthal distance mean value was the same in the two groups (2-2 (SD 0-2 cm)). There was no variation in value with respect to sex either.
The palpebral fissure length ranged from 1-6 to 2-6 cm (mean 2-0 (SD 0-2 cm)) in the Cardiff group and varied from 1-7 to 4-3 cm (mean 2-3 (SD 0-2 cm)) in the Ibadan group. The higher Ibadan mean value was statistically significant (p<0001) and within the Ibadan group there was no sex difference as they both had the same mean value (2-3 (SD 03 cm) ).
The occipitofrontal circumference for the Cardiff group (mean 35-1 (SD 1-4 cm)) was significantly larger than the Ibadan group (mean 34-6 (SD 1-2 cm), p<0 001).
The occipitofrontal circumference/inner canthal index values for Cardiff ranged between 5-3 and 7-1% (mean 6-2 (SD 04)) and the Ibadan values ranged between 5-3 and 7-6% (mean 6-3 (SD 0O4%)).
Discussion
The facial values obtained in this series allowed for a truly comparative study as the same instruments were used by one person on all the subjects. This minimised any observer error. Similar outer canthal readings obtained for newborns in the series of Feingold and Gellis3 were also obtained for newborns in Cardiff (mean 6-3 cm 
